
Winery of the Year – Jorge
Ordonez

Jorge Ordonez is a man of authority. Stroll through Green’s Spanish wine aisle, and 
what you’ll find is a wealth of selection – from value wines to those meant for the 

cellar – showcasing Spain’s convincing case that it is Europe’s most dynamic wine-
producing country. Take a closer look at the back label and a particular importer 

starts to become familiar.

When Jorge Ordonez arrived in the U.S. in 1987, the Spanish wine industry was in 
disarray. In his native country Jorge saw both the enormous potential of the wines 
from regions such as his native Malaga, yet also – in his eyes – a counterintuitive 

push among many vineyards to pull out their indigenous varieties and replace them 
with international ones. In this Jorge recognized that time for action was fleeting yet 

what the possibilities were – a future for Spanish wine where its reputation as a 
source of low-quality bulk wine would be replaced by a more deserving reputation, 
and one that he knew to be true to what Spanish wine could be. And with that the 

man got to work.



Jorge Ordonez is a man of vision. And that vision extended to not only the 
preservation of his country’s treasured indigenous varieties & winemaking traditions, 

but also in the more prosaic but vitally important aspect of wine handling & 
transportation. (While it may be hard to believe, Jorge Ordonez Selections was the 
first wine broker in the U.S. to have a refrigerated warehouse in Spain, while also 

being the first to demand & implement the use of refrigerated shipping at every point 
of travel.) The American consumer could now rest assured that the wine in their 

hands was in the condition it was meant to be in, and taste the fascinating varietals 
that Jorge was first to import into the country – wine from grapes such as Albarino, 
Godello, Garnacha, Monastrell & Hondarrabi (Txakoli) – as they were supposed to 

taste.

All things start somewhere, and what Spanish wine is today – unrecognizable to 
where it was three decades ago – is due in large part to the efforts of a gentleman 

who had an idea of what things could be before anyone else did. One can go on, but 
the results speak for themselves:

Named as one of the most influential wine personalities of the past 20 years by The 
Wine Advocate

The Golden Grape Award from Food & Wine Magazine

Green’s Spring Feature 2013

Green’s Winery of the Year 2017



PROTOCOLO Tinto 2015
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Non-denomination vineyards in Manchuela, Spain

Varietal
100% Tempranillo

Through the careful selection of specific vineyards and controlling yields, the Eguren family delved
into this project with the philosophy of creating exceptional quality, every day wines at affordable
prices. Red fruits such as raspberry complimented with vanilla and spice. Well balanced acid and

tannin.

2015 Vintage – 90pts -Vinous | 2014 Vintage – 88pts -Vinous | 2013 Vintage – 88pts -Vinous

RIO MADRE Rosado 2016
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
The winery is located in Alfaro, in the heart of Rioja Baja.

Varietal
100% Graciano

Rio Madre is the result of the efforts of Jorge Ordóñez and Bodegas Ilurce to produce a 100%
Graciano wine from D.O.C. Rioja. Mostly known for its role in adding complexity to the wines of
Rioja Alta and Alavesa, Graciano is a varietal that thrives in Rioja Baja due to the hotter climate.
Graciano is a late ripening variety with a particularly long vegetative cycle, so it cannot ripen fully
in Rioja Alta and Alavesa. As a result, although most northern Rioja wineries claim their blends

include Graciano from their vineyards, most of them source their Graciano from Rioja Baja.
Ordóñez discovered the quality of vineyards and Graciano in Rioja Baja, and partnered with

Bodegas Ilurce to produce a 100% Graciano rosé wine, one of the rarest from Spain.

2015 Vintage – 88pts -Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate | 2015 Vintage – 88pts -Wine Spectator

VENTA MORALES Tempranillo 2016
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Eastern region of D.O La Mancha. This is the best region in the D.O.

Varietal
100% Tempranillo

Venta Morales is a joint venture between Jorge Ordoñez and the winemaker Rafael Cañizares.

2014 Vintage – 89pts -Vinous | 2013 Vintage – 89pts -Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 
2012 Vintage – 88pts -Vinous



VEGA SINDOA Cabernet Sauvignon 2014
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Valley of Valdizarbe, Navarra

Varietal
100% Cabernet Sauvignon

Expressive, deep ruby color. Aromatics of white chocolate and minerality. Medium bodied with
supple tannins and abundant fruit.

2013 Vintage – 90pts -Vinous | 2012 Vintage – 90pts -Vinous | 2010 Vintage – 90pts -Vinous

BORSAO Garnacha 2015
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Located between the Ebro River and the Moncayo mountain range in the towns of Borja and

Pozuelo.

Varietal
85% Garnacha, 15% Tempranillo

A young, accessible, and fruit forward expression of the original clones worldwide of the Garnacha
grape, that maintains and pays homage to this land's viticultural heritage.

2016 Vintage – 88pts -JamesSuckling.com | 2016 Vintage – 89pts -Robert Parker’s Wine
Advocate | 2014 Vintage – Best Value -Wine Specator

TARIMA Blanco 2016
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Pinoso, Alicante

Varietal
70% Merseguera, 20% Macabeo, 10% Moscatel

Tarima Blanco is a unique white wine produced from three of Spain’s most important indigenous
white grapes. Merseguera is indigenous to this part of Spain.

2014 Vintage – 88pts -Vinous | 2013 Vintage – 88pts -Vinous | 2012 Vintage – 89pts -Vinous



MONTE OTON Garnacha 2016
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Between the Ebro River and the Moncayo mountain range, in the town of Borja, in the province of

Zaragoza.

Varietal
100% Garnacha

2016 Vintage – 87+pts -Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate | 2014 Vintage – 89pts -Vinous

LA CANA Albarino 2016
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Town of Zamar, Villa García de Arousa, Valley of Salnes, D.O. Rias Baixas

Varietal
100% Albariño

Pale straw with golden streaks. A mono-varietal wine characterized by traces of lime and
grapefruit.

2015 Vintage – 90pts -Wine Spectator | 2015 Vintage – 91pts -Vinous 
2014 Vintage – 91pts -Vinous



BRECA Garnacha 2014
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Munébrega, Zaragoza, in the south of D.O. Calatayud

Varietal
100% Garnacha de Aragón, the oldest clone of Garnacha (Grenache) in the world. Garnacha
(Grenache) was first cultivated in this northeastern corner of Spain and transferred across the

Mediterranean by the Kingdom of Aragón.
An authentic, natural, and traditional wine produced from the original Garnacha. Calatayud

produces a unique expression of Garnacha due to its geographic and climactic conditions. As
Spain's highest altitude region for the production of Garnacha, the temperature swings are radical
- up to 60°F in the summer. This produces wines with deep color and character, as well as lively

acidity. The wine is characterized by aromas of ripe black fruit compote, overlaid with spices such
as black pepper. There is an obvious minerality to the wine, proceeding from vineyards’ diverse

range of soil types. The soils range from iron rich red slate and clay to black slate.

2014 Vintage – 91pts -JamesSuckling.com | 2014 Vintage – 90pts -Robert Parker’s Wine
Advocate | 2014 Vintage – 91pts -Vinous

TESO LA MONJA ALMIREZ Toro 2014
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Valdefinjas and Toro

Varietal
100% Tinta de Toro

Almirez represents the fruit forward expression of Tinta de Toro combined with elegant structure,
delicate tannin, and excellent length.

2014 Vintage – 92pts -Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate | 2014 Vintage – 91pts -Wine Spectator
 2013 Vintage – 92+pts -Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate

ALTO MONCAYO Veraton 2014
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Campo de Borja

Varietal
100% Garnacha de Monte

Alto Moncayo is the finest Garnacha produced in Campo de Borja and is the ultimate expression 
of what can be achieved from the oldest vineyards of Garnacha's original clone. These wines are 

the idea of Jorge Ordóñez, Bodegas Borsao, and Chris Ringland.

2014 Vintage – 93pts -JamesSuckling.com | 2014 Vintage – 92pts -Vinous 
2014 Vintage – 91pts -Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate



MUGA Rioja Reserva 2013
Green’s Cash Sale Price:

Location
Barrio de la Estación, Haro, Rioja Alta

Varietal
70% Tempranillo, 20% Garnacha, 7% Mazuelo, 3% Graciano

A traditional Rioja Reserva, produced from the most important indigenous Rioja varietals.
Bodegas Muga is one of the most traditional and important Rioja wineries, and the only winery in

Spain with their own master cooper. Every deposit and barrel at the winery is French oak made by
the master cooper.

2013 Vintage – 93pts -JamesSuckling.com
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